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Recommendation Ten
Provide postsecondary opportunities as an essential element of adult education programs

Fig. Description US Average

10.1c Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 with Less Than a High School Diploma by State Rank, 2009 13.4%

10.1d Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 with Only a High School Diploma but No College by State Rank, 2009 26.0%

10.1e Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 with Some College but No Degree by State Rank, 2009 21.9%

10.2b Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 with No High School Diploma Who Were GED Candidates by State Rank, 2009 2.7%

10.2d Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 with No High School Diploma Who Attained a GED by State Rank, 2009 1.6%

10.3b Percentage of Adults Ages 25–34 Enrolled in Postsecondary Education by State Rank, 2007 6.9%
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Overview
G Percentage of Adults Ages 25 
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Recommendation One
Provide a program of voluntary preschool education, universally available to children from low-income families

1.1c Percentage of 3- and 
4-Year-Olds Enrolled in Preschool 
or Kindergarten Programs by State 
Rank, 2006–2008
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1.1d Percentage of 3-Year-
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or Kindergarten Programs by State 
Rank, 2006–2008
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1.1j Percentage of White 3- and 
4-Year-Olds Enrolled in Preschool 
or Kindergarten Programs by State 
Rank, 2006–2008
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by State Rank, 2006–2008

48
.2

34
.2

46
.7

40
.0

59
.5

46
.1

54
.9

52
.4

55
.6

57
.8

53
.4

60
.4

42
.7

42
.2

46
.5

35
.2

54
.3

54
.0

64
.7

47
.1

43
.9

1.2a Percentage of 3- and 4-Year-
Olds Enrolled in State-Funded Pre-K 
Programs by State Rank, 2009
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Programs by State Rank, 2009
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Programs by State Rank, 2009
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1.3a Percentage of 3- and 
4-Year-Olds Enrolled in Head Start 
Programs by State Rank, 2009
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Recommendation One
Provide a program of voluntary preschool education, universally available to children from low-income families
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Recommendation Two
Improve middle school and high school college counseling

2.1c Student-to-Counselor Ratio 
by State Rank, 2008
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Recommendation Three
Implement the best research-based dropout prevention programs

3.1c Average Graduation Rates 
for Public High School Students by 
State Rank, 2008
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Students by State Rank, 2008

7.
8

76
.6

98
.5

10
0.

0

91
.1

92
.1

99
.0 N
A

74
.4

91
.4

92
.9

77
.3

91
.5

10
0.

0

10
0.

0

93
.2

93
.4

10
0.

0

86
.1

RS
N

M

10
0.

0

89
.1

94
.8

87
.9

3.1e Average Graduation Rates 
for American Indian or Alaska 
Native Public High School Students 
by State Rank, 2008
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3.1f Average Graduation Rates 
for African American Public High 
School Students by State Rank, 
2008
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for Hispanic Public High School 
Students by State Rank, 2008
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3.1h Average Graduation Rates 
for White Public High School 
Students by State Rank, 2008
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3.4d Event Dropout Rates for 
Public School Students in Grades 
9–12 by State Rank, 2008

10
.1 7.
3

6.
7

4.
7

5.
0

6.
4

2.
8

6.
0

5.
5

3.
3

4.
3

5.
4

2.
0

5.
2

1.
7

2.
9

2.
5

2.
8

7.
5

4.
4

3.
6

3.
4

6.
2

2.
8

3.4e Event Dropout Rates for 
Asian American or Pacifi c Islander 
Public School Students in Grades 
9–12 by State Rank, 2008
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3.4f Event Dropout Rates for 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
Public School Students in Grades 
9–12 by State Rank, 2008
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3.4g Event Dropout Rates for 
African American Public School 
Students in Grades 9–12 by State 
Rank, 2008

8.
9

9.
6

7.
1

6.
7

9.
0

10
.6 5.
6

7.
7

N
A

4.
7

4.
6

7.
3

1.
9

9.
1

2.
8

6.
2

3.
6

4.
8

10
.9 5.
4

N
A

5.
9

12
.6 7.
1

3.4h Event Dropout Rates for 
White Public School Students in 
Grades 9–12 by State Rank, 2008
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3.4i Event Dropout Rates for 
Hispanic Public School Students in 
Grades 9–12 by State Rank, 2008
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Recommendation Two
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2.1c 6.
2

37
2

30
9

36
6

51
1

23
3

61
3

39
1

41
1

37
4

33
5

49
9

38
1

52
2

38
6

35
6

38
3

39
9

35
3

43
5

6.
8

20
9

30
8

49
1

38
7

46
4

19
7

45
7

2.2 1.
4

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

N
o

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

6.
8

N
o

Ye
s

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

N
o

63
%

Recommendation Three
Implement the best research-based dropout prevention programs
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Recommendation Four
Align the K–12 education system with international standards and college admission expectations
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Recommendation Five
Improve teacher quality and focus on recruitment and retention
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Recommendation Four
Align the K–12 education system with international standards and college admission expectations
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Recommendation Five
Improve teacher quality and focus on recruitment and retention
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Recommendation Eight
Keep college affordable

8.1c Educational Fiscal Support 
by State Rank, FY 2010–2011
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8.1d Educational Fiscal 
Support per FTE by State Rank, 
FY 2010–2011
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8.2e In-State Tuition Prices at 
Public Two-Year Institutions by 
State Rank, 2011–2012

$4
,1

24

$3
,8

31

$2
,1

24

$2
,6

61

$1
,1

19

$3
,3

97

$3
,4

90

$3
,0

86

$3
,0

06

$3
,0

78

$2
,9

67

$2
,6

66

$3
,1

50

$3
,5

21

$4
,1

77

$2
,4

26

$4
,0

51

$2
,4

52

$3
,3

27

$3
,7

00

$4
,8

23

$2
,8

63

$5
,1

62

8.2f In-State Tuition Prices at 
Public Four-Year Institutions by 
State Rank, 2011–2012
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Recommendation Nine
Dramatically increase college completion rates

9.1c Full-Time Freshman-to-
Sophomore Retention Rates at 
Public Two-Year Colleges by State 
Rank, 2008
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